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WHEREAS, The World Resources Institute reports that over
300,000 farm workers are poisoned each year by chemicals used in
agriculture; and

WHEREAS7-When-farm-workersi-rights-are-or-are-not--enforcedsy
tt-~does--not--represent-—-a-momentary-potiticat-advantage-for-one
stde-or-the-other;-but-it-means-tife-or-death-for-the-poorest-and
most-abused-workers—in-the-state-of-€atiforntasr-and

WHEREAS7-Phis-fight-for-the-rights-cf-farm-workers-is-not--a
£ight-about-ideotogy-er-phitesophy-or-partianship;-and

WHEREAS7--duan—--€habotita-might-be-ative-today-if-tegistation
that-Senater-Nicholas-Petria-has-been-trying-to-pass-for-the-tase
28-yearsy-in-the-€atifornta-hegistaturey-had-been-in-effects-and

WHEREAS, Senator Petrist-biti-is Nicholas Petris introduced,
in the cCalifornia legislature, a modest proposal requiring
growers to post warning signs in fields which have recently been
sprayed with dangerous pesticides; and

WHEREAS7--No--aignra--were--posted--where--dJuan—--€habotta-was
stricken-on-August-57;-1985+-and

WHEREAS, The Petris bill was finally passed by the
California Legislature in September 1985; and

WHEREAS7--6n--October-2;7;-19857-tess-than-2-menths-afeer-duan
Ehaboila-died;-the-growers-had-8overnor-Beukmejtan-veto-the-bitiis
and

WHEREAS, On October 2, 1985, California agribusiness had
Governor Deukmejian veto the bill; and

WHEREAS, The California Agriculture Labor Relations Board
has ceased to be a vehicle to help farm workers improve their
lives; and

WHEREAS, Since the 1960's, the Unitéd Farm Workers of
America have helped thousands of farm workers win protection from
toxic pesticides and many other benefits; and

WHEREAS, The gains won by the United Farm Workers are being
undermined; and

WHEREAS, The United Farm Workers of America, under the
leadership of Cesar Chavez, have ecatt called for a new boycott of
nonunion fresh grapes; and

WHEREARS;-ARcross-Nerth-America;-state-and-£federat--tawmakersy
mayors---and---eitty---couneititsy;--—~-taber--and--retigious--ieaders;
minoritiess;-studentar-and-consumers-are-taking-the-grape--boyecott
ptedge-and-spreading-the-word;-and




